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The Union initiated a series
of meetings with national and

production and offices in Irbid,
Ad-Dulail, Tajamu't, satellite sites,
and Union’s offices in Amman.
The purpose of the meetings was
to inform them on issues related
to clauses of the forthcoming
sectoral agreement to be signed
with employers.

During the visits and meetings
conducted, Union President Mr.
Fathalla Omrani, Board members
and union committees’ members
heard opinions, remarks and
requests of workers to be included
in the agreement. The Union

\.

migrant workers in all areas of

4

S

officials met with more than six
thousand workers at work sites.

The Union seeks to include
more comprehensive and detailed
topics related to labour relations
in the agreement, and continue

(. : . _
Union consultations with workers before a new sectoral agreement S|gn|na

D l

ot

building on what had been
achieved so far. The Union shall
not neglect the role of its partners
during the past years, and looks
forward to achieve more for the
benefit of the whole sector. )

The Union holds workshops for national and migrant workers at the

Union’s Offices, and meetings with workers at work sites

The Union conducted at its
offices in Tajamu’st, Irbid and
Ad-Dulail industrial cities several
workshops on workers’ rights and
duties as stated in the Labour
law, sectoral agreements, and
harassment at work site.

Jordanian and Syrian workers
as well as workers of Sri
Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Madagascar, Nepal, India
and Burma participated in the
workshops and received different
trainings on the proposed subjects.
Workers were briefed on main
articles of the Law that stress
workers’ rights and duties. In
addition, workers were trained at
work sites how to prevent against
harassment at work site.

In addition, the Union arranged
with JICA and Ministry of Labour
a workshop on integration of
persons with disability at work
environment. Workers from
different factories were briefed on
relevant articles of the valid Labour
Law and international conventions
ratified by the Kingdom that relate
to persons with disability.

b L

Similarly, colleagues at the
Union’s offices in Tajamu’at, Ad-
Dulail and Irbid industrial cities
and Union’s representatives in the
South arranged several meetings
with workers of different factories.

Meetings led by colleagues
Sana Abu Namos and Arshad Ali
of Ad-Dulail office, Iman Nasrallah
and Isra Abu Namos of Tajamu’at
office, Ahlam Altirawi, Rawan
Alghzawi and Samar Nassar of
Irbid industrial city office, and
Manal Rawashdeh and Ruqayya

et —___ M
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Alriyati representatives of the
Union in the South focused on
subjects of concern for workers,
and learn on the role of the Union
in protecting workers’ rights.

Furthermore, colleague Arshad
Ali met in Agaba with workers of
the factories in Aqaba governorate.
He informed them on the Union
and its role, specific clauses of the
laws of Labour and Social Security,
and sectoral agreements signed
by the Union and the forthcoming
sectoral agreement.




Official Holidays is an acquired right for workers, Labour
Ministry is required to enforce the law.

Whenever there is an official
public holiday, a huge debate starts
immediately as a result of instructions
of the Ministry of Labour indicating
that the official holiday concerns public
sector workers only. Consequently,
companies tend to oblige workers to
work on holidays without receiving the
rights and benefits stated in the Law
which is that one and half day wage
per each official public holiday.

Ministry of Labour was criticized
by Trade Unions regarding this topic.
Previous government circulars on
public holidays used to indicate clearly
workers of public and private sectors.
Whereas present circulars are directed
to ministries, public institutions and
government owned companies, which
contradict with the Law.

The current drafting of public holiday
circulars that excludes private sector
workers is considered a discriminatory
procedure. It deepens imbalances
of labour market. Thus, the General
Union for Textile and Garment Sector
Workers (the Union) expresses its
concern against such procedure that
deprives private sector workers from
their right to enjoy holidays similar to
public sector workers.

In a statement issued recently, the
Union expressed its regret and wonder

of the unclear position of the Labour
Ministry regarding official holidays
announced by the Prime Ministry.
The Union expressed its regret to the
state of chaos created as result of
interpretation of the announcement, as
was the case in New Higri Year, which
is considered an official public religious
holiday celebrated annually.

We, at the Union, think that Ministry
of Labour had recently put workers
and employers in a case of chaos as
result of interpretation of government
circulars. The Ministry violates the text
of article 59 of valid Labour Law no. 8
for 1996 as amended regarding work on
weekly, religious and official holidays.
The Union would like to remind the
Ministry of the Prime Minister’s letter
addressed to Minister of Trade and
Industry ref. no. 18/11/9/1745 dated
21 Jan. 2012. The letter indicated that
circulars of official holidays include

private sector establishments without
further details. It stated that Official
Communiqué no. 7 for 2007 identified
official and religious holidays are the
following: New Higri Year Day, Labour
Day, Prophet Mohammad’s Birthday,
Month of Ramadan Eid, Adha Eid,
Christmas Day, New Year Day and
Independence Day.

We, at the Union, stress that any
official communiqué to declare official
holiday requires employers employing
workers on such holidays to pay
workers one and half day wage per
each holiday. We would like to request
the Ministry to refrain from such
unclear status and avoid infringement
of workers’ rights and benefits stated
by the Law; otherwise the Union is
obliged to refer to the Law to ensure
enforcement of workers’ rights as
stipulated by the Constitution and the
Law.

The Union had supervised
election process of union
committees in many companies
and factories in which Jordanian
and migrant workers participated.
Elections were conducted in a
transparent method.

Elections were conducted in
the following companies and
factories: units 4 and 10 of Classic,

" Elections of Union Committees held in different companies )

Tajamu’at, and Classic Textile in
Tafila.

Al-Mustamerra, Century Miracle,
Sesyaban Textile, Haifa Apparel,
the Engineer Factories in Irbid,
Classic factories in Zamalia and
Al-Juneid, Jarash factory branch
in Al-Hassa, Hi-Tech Textile and
Sterling in Ad-Dulail, Tusker
Apparel in Ruseifa, Atateks,
Fashion Line, the Genius, Aseel
Universal and Atlanta Garment in

Elected union committees, under

supervision of the Union, arranged
meetings and were briefed on
their role as liaison between the
Union, workers and employers, as
well as increase of production and

maintain of workers’ rights. )
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